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direction, and you see it yellow, and stretches it in another
direction, and you see it red." *

The hadith=folkj on the contrary, had no liking for ab-
stract speculation, but would only concern themselves with
concrete cases. One of them, Masruq, when a question
was put to him, would say, " Has the case already hap-
pened?", and if answered in the negative, would remark,
" Then let me alone with the answer until the case shall have
really happened/'

In order to discredit the methods of the ra'y-folk, the
hadith-iolk invoked many hadlths supposedly uttered by
the Prophet in condemnation of the use of ra'y. Moreover,
they claimed that ra'y was synonymous with hawa, meaning
a rash opinion formed under the influence of passion and
prejudice. However, this is not true, because in common
parlance, the word meant just the opposite.2

In identifying qiyas with ra'y in this controversy, the
hadith-folk have really injured their cause, since the re-
cognition of qiyas as established by Abu Hanifah would
only curb the use of independent opinion (ra'y) rather than
foster it, as they feared. Formerly there were no strict
rules concerning the exercise of personal opinion, and the
personal views of the judge might easily color his reasoning.

1'Goldziher, d. Zahiriten, p. 20.

2 The successive changes in the meaning of the word fiqh (literally,
judgment, understanding), originally a synonym of ra'y, singularly re-
flect the phases of the conflict in question. Thus fiqh was first used in
the sense of interpreting the revealed texts (Goldziher, d. Zahiriten, p.
19) ; then it was contrasted with hadith, as in the expression "conver-
sant with the hadlth and the fiqh" (ahl-al~hadtth wa 'l-fiqh) ; al-Shdfift
uses film to denote the knowledge of the revealed sources; finally,
after the subsiding of the controversy, we find fiqh used to mean the
science of law in general, and therefore, in order to distinguish the
science of hadzth in particular, the expression fiqh al-hadtthf L e., the
fiqh of hadith, is used.